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the Hermitage, having quarrelled with all his self-styled
" old friends/' does the fulfilment of Grimm's prediction
prove his sagacity ? or his resolute endeavour to bring
about the thing predicted ? In other words, was the
cause of the quarrel the effect produced upon Rousseau's
temper and imagination by solitude and the habitation
of woods ? or was it the effect produced upon the
tempers and imaginations of other people, by Grimm's
mischief-making ?

As for the effect upon Eousseau's temper and
imagination of his abandonment of Paris and his
return to a country life, made congenial to him by
natural taste and force of early associations, he has told
us himself, in the Confessions., what it was. It meant
not only his recovery of equanimity and sympathy with
mankind; but the liberation of his genius from the
disturbing influences of false advisers and a repugnant
philosophy. In the first place, it had been, he admits,
the mingled anger and compassion stirred in him by
contact with a world unlike his own, which had
awakened his sense of a vocation: and as a result of
this commotion within him, he produced the two
Discourses. But it was only when he had escaped
from this strange world, and returned to his own world,
that he actually found his vocation: and was "able-to
communicate himself to others in his full stature and
proportion." And these communications, delivered in
the six years that he spent at Montmorency, were the
Lettre d d'Alembert, the Nouvelle Helolse, the Contrat
Social and Emile.

But if this series of masterpieces stands to prove true
Rousseau's own account of the effect upon his mind and
imagination of his return to a country life, we are given
as proof of the demoralization of his character and of
the souring of his temper by solitude and the habitation
of woods, the story of a series of abominable actions
committed by him during this period, which cost him
all his friends.                         2 Idem,re, June, 1762. to M. dee, too, if we take his own
Grimm's side, and averted the exposure, which seemedript was written by Madame d iLpmay
